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MISSOULA-Montana's first professional dance company, "danceMontana," a six-member group from
the University of Montana in Missoula, will present the first in a series of statewide
residency and concert performances on Thursday, Feb. 27, for Ronan High School students.
"DanceMontana," supported in part by a grant from the Montana Arts Council (MAC),
an agency of state government, will present the classes at 9:05a.m., 10:05 a.m., 11:05 a.m.,
1:30 p.m. and 2:35 p.m. in Room 129 of the Ronan Middle School, and the Chorus Room.
Gary Smith, "danceMontana" business manager, said the programs Feb. 27 will include
technique classes utilizing movements that could be choreographed into the production,
"The Wizard of Oz."
Local sponsors of the residency and concert classes are the Ronan High School Drama
and Choral Departments.
Juli Ann Prater, speech and drama teacher at Ronan High School, and Chuck Meyer, who
teaches in the RHS Choral Department, are directing "The Wizard of Oz" performances,
scheduled for May 16-17.
Members of "danceMontana" include Connie Bess Snyder; Nancy Jean Brooks, an assistant
professor of drama in the UM Dance Division; Kata Langworthy, "danceMontana" managing
director; Ray Spooner; Catherine Paine, and Peter Aune.
Commenting on "danceMontana," David E. Nelson, MAC executive director, said: "It is
encouraging to see a group of young people with this kind of commitment and enthusiasm
working toward establishment of a modern dance company. This is not an easy endeavor,
therefore 'danceMontana' is in need of public and private support to further the cause of
dance in Montana."
A schedule of other residency and concert performances to be presented in various
communities by "danceMontana" will be released soon, Smith said.
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